


STATE OF THE DIOCESE (BISHOP) 
SPIRITUAL 

• Shortage of Priests is the Bishop's primary source of stress.
• Two new HGN priests have arrived in the Diocese. And this will help alleviate,

some of the stress the Bishop is having. The HG N's have been in the Diocese
for about 10 years now. They are a missionary society from India. We currently
have 8 HGN's and we have one coming in the next few weeks. This group of
men are youthful, creative, cooperative, friendly, and always available to the
diocese.

• The Bishop went over the HG N's ministry terms that have been laid out by their
General Superior and Council. The General Council of the HGN's is
considering extending Ministry Terms of individual priests at the request of the
Bishop. Fr. Selva in Snyder has requested a two (2) year extension of his term.
The HGN's have asked for a parish to be assigned to them. The Personnel
Board has been asked to ratify the possibility of assigning the parishes of
Anson, Haskell and Stamford to the HGN's. This of course would only be
during Bishop Coerver's term. The bishop is hoping to partner with the HG N's
for creative opportunities for the future.

PASTORAL PLANNING 
• Effective July 1, 2025, there will be Five (5) Deaneries
■ East Lubbock - Lubbock County east of University Avenue
■ West Lubbock - Lubbock County west of University Avenue
■ Plainview - All Parishes North of US 82/TX 114 and US 84 outside of

Lubbock County
■ Brownfield - all parishes south of US 84 and west of US 87 outside of

Lubbock County
■ Snyder - all parishes south of US 82/TX 114 and east of US 87 outside of

Lubbock County
■ Need for some consolidation of parishes: The Lubbock Deanery is being

divided into two Deaneries because it is twice the size of the other
Deaneries. This should help the priests with their attendance at the
Deanery Meetings.

-Snyder Deanery
• Possibility of Anson, Stamford, Haskell being assigned to the Heralds

of Good News as a quasi-permanent address within the Diocese of
Lubbock

• Creative "cluster" possibilities for Anson, Stamford, Haskell, Rotan,
Hamlin, Aspermont, El Ranchito

• Possible Diocesan Pastor in Snyder/Hermleigh

■ These seven (7) parishes are being taken care of by two (2) priests.
Father John Peter, our new HGN arrival, has been assigned to help
Father Albert in Anson.

2 



■ This would mean that the HGN's would be pastoring to the Eastern
Edge of the Diocese.

■ Snyder is a significant part of the Diocese

-Northeast Deanery

• Paducah possibly staffed by HGN Priests
■ HGN's staffing Crosbyton, Ralls, and Spur going forward.

-Northwest Area
• 

■ 

■ 

-Plainview

Need for a Guatemalan priest in the Muleshoe area, perhaps shared 
with Amarillo; need deacon(s) in that area. 
The Dairy Industry from California is moving into West Texas, more so 
into Amarillo. Bishop Coerver and the Bishop of Amarillo are in 
discussion for the need of a Guatemalan Priest to minister to the people 
of Muleshoe. Most speak K'iche. 
Amarillo will be receiving a new Bishop when Bishop Zurek retires, and 
maybe the new Bishop will have some ideas or connections. 

• Plainview Pastoral Planning Committee continues to work on
combining the three (3) Plainview parishes to one, Holy Trinity Parish
in Northwest Plainview on acquired property and plans for building
facilities:

■ The Bishop celebrated Mass to bless land for Holy Trinity Parish in
Plainview on December 8, 2024, and about 1000 people attended the
mass under tents, while others listened in their cars over the radio.
This was the only celebrated Mass for the day in Plainview.
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